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Bylaws








“The Magna Charta of Christian Science means much, multum in parvo, -- all-in-one and one-in-all.  It stands for the inalienable, universal rights of men.  Essentially democratic, its government is administered by the common consent of the governed, wherein and whereby man governed by his creator is self-governed.  The church is the mouthpiece of Christian Science, -- its law and gospel are according to Christ Jesus; its rules are health, holiness, and immortality, -- equal rights and privileges, equality of the sexes, rotation in office.”

The First Church of Christ, Scientist, and Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy.    Pages 246:30 to 247:9.




HISTORICAL SKETCH

January 1979 – Organizational meeting and initial church services
May 1980 – Recognition as a Christian Science Society
July 1980 – Building constructed at 985 Markham Woods Road, Longwood
November 1984 – Recognition as First Church of Christ, Scientist, Longwood
June 29, 2009 - Property sold
February 2010 - Church and Reading Room relocated to 520 S. Hunt Club Blvd., Apopka (Hunt Club Corners Shopping Plaza)
October 2018 – Name change to Christian Science Society, Apopka
January 2023- Revised appointed bullet in Article III Church Government section C. Executive Board Responsibilities 
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[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]ARTICLE I  CHURCH
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Purpose 
To encourage and strengthen Jesus’ example of Christian healing and unconditional love – individually and collectively – through services, fellowship, and community awareness.
.
Pastor and Services 
The Bible and Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures are the Pastor of this church. Sunday and Wednesday services are conducted according to the Manual of The Mother Church and we embrace opportunities to share the healing message of Christian Science through a variety of technologies.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]ARTICLE II  MEMBERSHIP  (Requirements, Qualities, Aspirations)
· Student of the Bible and writings of Mary Baker Eddy
· Attend services and meetings, provide active and unselfish service by contributing time, metaphysical, and financial support to this Society and the Cause of Christian Science
· Aspire to growing spiritually by being non-judgmental, humble, sincere, patient, joyful, selfless, cooperative, supportive, and perceptive.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Article III  CHURCH GOVERNMENT
A. Discipline:  addressed according to Matthew 18:15-17 

B. Officers:  Board Chairman, Treasurer, Clerk (all being of legal age)

C. Executive Board (Board):  Three members
· Elected at annual corporate business meeting for a two-year term
· Have attended 2 business meetings following admission as a society member
· After serving for two years, must wait for a period of one year before being eligible for re-election
· Responsibilities
· assumed upon election; 
· select Chair (presides at Board and members’ business and corporate meetings)
· select Vice Chair (presides in absence of Chair)
· acting legal entity of Society
· govern in accord with the Manual of The Mother Church and Society Bylaws
· meet regularly
· appoint Clerk, Treasurer, and Librarian, and paid or volunteer positions or vendors as necessary, establish compensation if appropriate; and review appointment annually
· coordinate opportunities for members to serve
· make contracts and purchases
·  communicate regularly with members, active and inactive; call meetings; interview prospective members
· suspend an officer who is found unqualified to discharge their responsibilities

D. Readers
· Qualifications
· Member of The Mother Church
· Honors Article III of the Manual of The Mother Church
· Terms – sign-up one month in advance, preferably not to exceed 4 consecutive weeks, thereby enabling all the opportunity to read and serve; Board responsible to fill vacancies
· Members serving for the first time as Reader are eligible for up to 4 lessons with a qualified analytical reading instructor.
· Books and Technology
· Sunday Bible Lessons are read from any “authorized” sources from the Christian Science Publishing Society

E. Clerk
· [bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Responsibilities
· Record keeper of corporate business meetings and custodian of valuable papers and documents not otherwise provided for
· Keep names and contact information of members; issue letters of withdrawal
· Maintain strictest confidence of proceedings

F. Treasurer
· Responsibilities
· Account for all money received by Society and Reading Room
· Make disbursements authorized by Executive Board
· Submit monthly financial reports to Executive Board; provide financial reports to membership at corporate business meetings, prepare year-end financial statement as of December 31 and present at annual corporate business meeting
· File local, State, and Federal documents and forms

G. Vacancies
· [bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Board - Filled by election at the next regular corporate business meeting.
ARTICLE IV MEETINGS
A. Quorum
· Members (over 18) sign in electronically or in person for corporate business meetings.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]One-half (1/2) of the voting members currently residing in the immediate area constitutes a quorum.
B. Regular Meetings
· The annual corporate business meeting is held on the fourth Sunday in January to elect Board members and transact business.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]Other corporate business meetings are held on the third Sunday of May and October.

C. [bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Special Meetings - A majority of the Board or ¼ of the membership can call a corporate business meeting.

D. Notification
· The Board delivers two (2) weeks’ notice of a corporate business meeting stating the purpose.
· The Board notifies members within 48 hours of emergency meetings for business requiring immediate action.

E. Voting Procedures – A majority vote of the voting members present carries a motion, except when amending Bylaws.
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]
F. [bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]Large Transactions - Transactions of $2,500 or more (except lectures), whether on a single, multiple, or annual total, require approval by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.
ARTICLE V  ELECTIONS	
· Members shall not influence votes before or during an election, but strive to develop a constant dependence upon God for wisdom and guidance.  Neither outlining, seeking office nor electioneering is consistent with Christian Science; Principle alone appoints man.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Elections are conducted by written ballot.  Presiding officer appoints two (2) tellers in advance of the meeting.
· Procedure:
· eligibility list includes absent members who have expressed willingness to serve
· roll call removes absent members and those declining election
· election is by majority vote; person receiving a majority vote is elected
· nominees are read in alphabetical order, if there is no election 
· [bookmark: _heading=h.1ksv4uv]teller(s) accepting nomination after first ballot withdraw as teller(s)
ARTICLE VI  SUNDAY SCHOOL
· Sunday School is conducted in accordance with the Manual of The Mother Church, Article XX.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.44sinio]Superintendent and teachers should be members of The Mother Church.
ARTICLE VII  READING ROOM
· [bookmark: _heading=h.2jxsxqh]This Society maintains a Reading Room in accordance with the Manual of The Mother Church, Article XXI.
ARTICLE VIII  LECTURES
· [bookmark: _heading=h.z337ya]This Society calls upon the Board of Lectureship of The Mother Church annually for one (1) or more lectures.
ARTICLE IX  DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS
[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]In the event the members vote to dissolve this society the voting members will determine the disposition of its assets for the promotion and extension of the healing message of Christian Science.
ARTICLE X  AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS
The Bylaws may be amended, repealed, deleted, or added to at any regular or special corporate business meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members present, provided that notice of proposed change(s) have been communicated to members at least two (2) weeks before the meeting.
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As of May 2025
